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It's Time to Talk!

1st May

Dear diary! We've Finally
moved into the city,
Just Mom, Trixi and me,

Now everythings LTI Y T

going to be better. YT ISt
fot\MVlew!) :::: :::
(check ovt The -

2 n d qu
Dear diary, Today T went I

on a discOveriirw wi+h+ "

ixt. The estate is way Too o
b ‘;o 92 walk the dog on Foo‘(.‘. anar®
Took Mum's bike. The seat s
to0 high, but it has a little
basket For Trixt.

3rd May

Dear diary. Today was my First day at the
new school and 1 got to play fFootball

during the break. Three goals! T R

. goals; In Arts
class Mrs Storm said my picture was \er‘\‘hd‘:l/ fi
really great and showed i+ to everyone. P e wi
So embarrassing! Whether I love My

Amy Winehouse. Amy who?

Found a frame for Mum's picture.
49 evros!l Five months pocket money! Are they nuts?
Tt is silver Though. So classy
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4th May

Dear diary! Our Politics teacher is so cooll Her name is Maia.
We're her First class and she's really nice. Today we learned
about the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child. Tt's a type of law book that all countries have to stick

to. My three favourite articles from it are: |
»Tell Moum.
Tell MM

Article 12: All children have the right to their own opinions
and adults have to 'listen to us* and take us seriously.

Article 17: Phones, computers, TVs are all allowed for children,
so we can figure out what we need to know for a good life.

Article 37: It is FORBIDDEN

hone
to punish children! *That means p

bans are B8ANNED,
yeah!

Child work also gets a mention. -

Tt happens all over the world, says Maaa.

Instead of going to school, lots of children

work really hard For little or no money, and are

also treated badly. Soon there's going To bea

conference in Argentina, where they're going to

advise how To protect these children better, but

children arent invited though! Can you believe 7

6th May

Dear Diary! -

A boy is spreading Flyers in The neigh-
bourhood. T wondered how 1 can get
that job, too. He says T am Too young,
but this weekend 1 can help him out.

He will share his wages with me. T will get
30 euros! With my savings included This
is enough For the frame for

my mum’s birthday!

3
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— i $/th May
Dear diary, from today on Tam a

working child, Tool Straight after school,
the boy gave me the trolley and a plan. I managed to do
nearly all the neighbourhood. 13 houses, 312 letterboxes.
One of them bit my hand.

8th May

_Only 826 letterboxes,
7 hours, 295 hous'esI - 'e\x\;\aus‘fed. Monm Thinks

and it was raining.

T was playing football. T should stay in bed

t+omorrow, she said.

9th May

Dear diary, got up early and took Trixi with me so she
wouldn't bark and wake Mum up. 3 hours For the last 500
flyers. 100 of them 1 dumped in the recycling, otherwise 1'd
never have finished. I gave the boy the trolley back, but he

gave me onlyl5 euros and said, "The other 15 euros are my
commission..." Trator!
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Supermaia was busy on behalf of all working children in the
world, as she explained. She wanted to meet as many as possible

of them and Find out what work they do, and why and how
they do t.

She wants to get answers o important questions
with her Superpower-Tools:

What does a day in your life look like? How much

time does work leave for school, playtime and rest?
Superpower-Tool: "A day in the life of ..."

What do you like about your job,
what don't you like?
Superpower-Tool:

Body ‘pping
- Who should do what

.‘ to make your life better?

Superpower-Tool:
Flower of Support
"T use this information to make a report for the World
Conference on Child Labour, and will personally bring it to
Argen‘h'rm. This means as many important people as possible
will hear what working children say! "That's great," I said.
And then she asked me if T wanted to help her, She needed
someone to write everything down, "Surel, T said, and Trix:
wagged her tail. Supermaia jumped for joy.

4G




—— It's Time to Talk!

With Maia's Superau‘i‘omobﬂe,
we were in South America (n no
time ot all. There we met working
childrenfrom seven countries,

Maria was one of Them, She's 13
years old and lives with her parents
and five younger brothers and
sisters in a village (n Peru, Her dad

s il and can't work. Because of
this, Maria has to help out; before
school, she has to do the house-
work, and after school, she
works as a waste collector,
On Saturdays all day lor\g.’
The family can buy rice and
beans with her wages

s
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The children in eight countries in Asia were also happy to

tell us about their working lives, Like Banju from India.

He is 15 and lives with his grandmother and grandfather,
His parents moved to the city to find work. Ban jo helps

his grandmother in the morning. After school and on
Saturdays, he works in a garage. He gets paid very little,

but learns a lot about cars, He enjoys (t because he wants
to become a proper mechanic one day, his dream job!

Banju en joys earning his own money as well,

So he can go out with his friends.
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However, there are some things

that children don't like about their work.

Dasha from Kyrgyzstan doesn't like being told of £ or
shouted at, or even worse. Dasha is 12 and lives with
her mother and brother in the city. She goes to
school in the morning, and sells things in the streets
in the afternoon. She meets her friends on the
streets. They work as well. Dasha needs money for
pens, textbooks and school books. The work is
stresstul; she walks everywhere by foot and
always has to carry her goods, but Dasha
is also proud of herself, Because it means
her m‘o‘i‘her doesn't have to earn money
alone,

ad

Kenya was the 11th station on our journey through the huge
continent of Africa. We met so many children, but every single
on of them could say which work is okay for a child and which
is not, Dario (11) lives with his Two older brothers and one
sister in a small hut in a village. €very morning he feeds The sheep
of the Family. Then he walks to school. On foot! But it is not
Far away. He is proud to be a student. On his way home he
collects Firewood fFor his mom. In the afternoon he starts
with his homework. Then he plays with his friends until dinner.
"The work is Totally Fine, because it is easy o do. And 1 do have
enough time to play with my friends’, he told us.
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Dario seemed happy with his work.
Farida instead told us a different
story. Her family escaped to Jordan,
from the war in Syria. Her parents

have dif ficulties to find a job. Refugees
are not allowed to work. However,
refugee children are given jobs, although
it is forbidden. As they're cheaper

than adult workers and can escape more
auickly during inspections. Farida is 15
and The oldest daughter, So she helps her
Family. "T work six days a week on a farm
and pick Tomatoes, My eyes always hort
because of the pesticides. And the sun
burns my skin," Farida says. She is very
sad because she can't go to school here,
and has no time to play with her friends.

10

We visited 36 countries and met legkildren. They all
work in many different ways. For many of H\e.m, this s a
good thing. They are appreciated, learn something on the
job and can be proud of themselves. For so many others
though, the bad outweighs the good. There are reasons for
whether The work is good or bad.
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UP.IV‘:’IO’OVR'\ +the lives of workm?" ’
cilr\i dren. These are six of them:

Lots of suitable solutions
It is important to learn from children and families where and how they live,
and why children work. Then we can understand that they have very
different lives. Therefore, a lot of different solutions are needed.
The right solution for every child.

10th May

Dear diary,
Back home after a Fantastic journey round the world
(just in time For Moum's birthday)! T got to meet some

incredible children. They showed us their work and \ive's and
they gave us a 'Flower of’ Support'. The flower greeting and
i+s messages are For all those people arovr\'d the world who
can help working children To imprame their lives.

Fight poverty
Governments must do more for families. They must combat poverty,
create jobs and help parents if they are ill or cannot find any work.
Then children will not have to work under hazardous conditions,
and can go to school and play in their free time.

Strengthen children's rights
Children have the right to express their opinion, to be informed,
to participate, and to assemble. Everyone should understand that.
Especially those who have a say in the world of children: families,
schools, at work, in communities and politics. Everyone should listen
to children's points of view and take them seriously.

ke our education

us love and care.
seriously!

Parents:

"Give
and ta

Make education possible
Children have a right to education. All children! Children living in cities,
in rural areas, refugee children, and even those who live remotely.
Every child should be able to go to a good school - without paying!
Adolescents should be able to try out practical jobs and learn the trade.

on

Stop exploitation!
Children must be protected from dangerous and harmful work.
From work that they have to do against their will, and from work with low
or no wages, or overlong working hours and especially from forbidden work.
Laws and regulations for this must be observed and realized.
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h-quality educat;
for every chifqy-

hig

Protect children from violence
Children must be protected from violence. Whether it's in the family,
at school, at work or anywhere else. Child protection systems must
be created and funded to help with this.
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Who are you? Do you work

+oo? Tell us about yourself!

Mﬁay:

My famly:

My friends:

My dreams:
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Write your message to everyone who.
can make your work and your life better in the
Flower of Support.

Trixi has a message for Paul,too:
Let's play "throw the stick' and then give \
my back a scratch, OK? )
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Notes Notes
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